Abstract Artist Tokes Flight ===

Though you might mistake her tor @
shenbwoman, Feorless phnfngmphnr Diamne
Burko soors cbove nature’s most spectacular
landscopes for arfistic inspiration.

1ane Buirko mEver ||||.~|_:||'||'|‘| thiat

-‘ a successful career in the art

world would invoelve |'|.'|I'||{il':'I
ot of airplanes. Yet, the Bucks
County based artist has spent
countless hours soaring abowe the

‘ earth and just below the clouds 1o capture
zn image thal woukd inspire her next work,

Though known primarily as one of the country's foremost landscape painters
capturing the world's majestic peaks, valleys, coastlings and deserts—she is rarely withowt a camera
in hand, “1f I'm anly going ta a place for a week oF 2 day, the only way | can take visual notes is by

recording it on film,” says Burkn, who never imagined her pholographs wo ild b warth more than
thi ingpiration they provided.

“Then 1 started to look at them,” she admits. "1 really got into 0 after o 1 just couldn't paint
I woulbd go into my studia, sit in the dark and lsok at thousands of slides, reviewing everyihing
A theme emerged that was sbout the shadow and the airplane” As a result, a collection of stirring
photographs was developed and The Shiadow Under the Fhadow, a small book featuring the postry
ol Tolsy Clsen, was created,

These vivid g B q,.||,||u|-c'\..| froam thie window seat of a comymercial 797, To Rl thie beal
phioans ol the mos out of the way places, Burko hires private pilesis to obiain ber bird's epe view.
“I was fortumate 1o recelve granis 1o help with the costs,” says Burko, It was such a grant fom
Philadelphia’s Leewsy Foundation that enabled her shoot high above Hawaii, and laver over lceland,
nl!.l_||1||'_; in woiE all her most dramats works— RS of voloannes.

“I'd hang out of the plane,” she says, laughing, " The door was off and when we were llying over
thie lava you could linerally feel the hear,”

A city girl growing up 10 H=gaklvn, Diane Burko knew more about the workings of the !'JL'II-'-'.!!.'
systern than the tributaries of 4 river. “Being outdoors excited me, because of the open space,” she
says. Her interest in art deveboped sbetrsct roois "because of the genertion | come from,” she
admits. “I think [ fousd the lindscape 3 way o sill bold on (e those ropts) and still deal with
coshor and shage and areas of colos, but hase a the tension of describing something that deals with
three dimensional space”

Her recent interest in photography has enabled her 1o take her abstract view to a new level.
“It's notheng b dis with the materialivy of the surface, because it's fiat, But, | can deal with other
imsnes [ ot in painting,” cays Burko. *| like actually dealing with the sharp realism you get in
p|1'~|||§_lr:|'_|| v, bt EEEEHIE AL &5 abarract #1 well”

Wheen che's aol hanging aut of planes, manipulating imapes in Photoshop or painting abstract
landscapis, Burke admits to a maore hands-on passion, *1 like to get my hands dirty and work in the
|_lh-\.'||_||||".II -\.II-\."\-\.I:.'-\._ Hir country home in Buocks

County affords her three acres of |.'|I'||]':-J|"1.'

L !n.'.-l[." arad I.'H.."I.II'II_' t hier :'.p-:'-.'::'i-..ll.:-:ln!-.
| ||.u,||_-InI|-- chuirns it as her getaway from work,
||'-. easy [ ||||.|3|i:||' L% -irinp_ Dhane Burkos
oldogs |:.||'-_'|'.' off absiract natural !.'I:l.|'\-l..l,'l| 5
ini the po o discant furure.

Images from Purkos wolcamic uar can
e seem im her exhibit Flow at the James A.
Michener Amt Museam, [Diwdestown, FA
uniil Chchober 15, A secomd exhibit ab the
Fhiladelphia International Airparts Terminal
F hegins in Movember and will be on display
for six months. For maore information, visik

wwwr,diapeburkoucom. | 1
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